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Then for the Miſeries which the Jewiſh 3 un- 
I Abet, aſter the Glory as departed from Iſrael, and 
cheir excellent Conſtitution oyerthrown; No body that 
'3eads the Holy Scriptures can be ignorant of the Hiſto- 
; rical Account, and melancholy Deſcription, which is 
given of them, in thoſe Sacred Writings ; particularly 
uin the Mournings of the Prophets, and the inſpir d 
Complaints utter d by them; eſpecially by Jeremiah in 
hat pathetical Bock of his Lamentations. To inſtance 
only in the Beginning of it: What can be more mov- 
ing than thoſe bemoaning Expreſſions: Hon doth the 
y ſit ſolitam that wits full of Peaple * Hor is ſhe become 
ie A Widow * She that was great among the Nations, and 
. Princeſs among the Provinces, how is 
Sbe weepeth ſore in the night, and ber Tears are on her cheeks. 
| niong all her Lovers fhe: hath none to comfort her; all her 
Friend, have dealt treacherouſly with her; They So "become 
bx Enemies. Judah is gone into Captivity. — The mays of 
ion do mowrn, becauſe none come to che ſolemn Feaſts ; 1 40 
her Gates are deſolate ; Her Priefts ſigh, her Virgins ave af- 
cted, and he is in bitterneſs. . Her Zain are chief, 
and her Enemies proſper; For the Lord chath afficted»her, 
| for the multitude 57 ber I. 1 Children are re : 
: 0 Cap ivity before the Enemy. 
As to our own Caſe, the Ordin, ” \Providarice of God 
. never —_— RUIN che * o 
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Oionſtitution, as That of 'theſe Kingdoms: In which 
| the Authority of the Prince, the Liberty of the Subject, 


and the Happineſs of Both are equally provided for. 


The Schemes of Eyctr gu, Solon, Plato, O Machia vel, 
were not ſo exquiſite in Speculation, as ours is in Fact; 


and what they could not ſo much as contrive, we actu- 
ally enjoy. A Conſtitution it is, made up like the 
Univerſe, of Four Elements; and tho the Sovereign and 


the three- Eſtates ſeem to be, in their Nature, like them, 
juarring and diſagreeing Principles, yet like them too, 
they are ſo mutually temper d, and blended, that inſtead 
of deſtroying, they ſtrengthen and fupport the Whole. 
And as This Scheme reſembles That of the World in 
its Compoſition, ſo it may do im its Duration; if ſo great 
a Bleſſing be not prevented by our own Folly.and Wick. 
Nor do we leſs excel all other Nations in the Mo- 
del of our Church, than in that of our Civil State. For 
its pure uncorrupted Doctrines and Diſcipline; for its 
proper, decent, and Edifying Ceremonies; for its ex- 
cellent Liturgy, Canons, and Articles: In ſhort, for 
its being every way truly Primitive, truly Apoſtolical, 


and truly Chriſtian. We have ſufficiently prov d it to 
be, and it is by all unprejudic d Perſons acknowledged 


to be, the moſt perfect, the moſt unexceptionable, the 
mamoſt glorious Church this Day in the Chriſtian World. 
Other Churches have indeed quitted the Errors of the 
Nomiſh Religion; but then they have quitted ſomething 
more than its Errors: They have loſt the Epifcopacy 
inſtituted by the Apoſtles, as well as the Corruptions 
introduc d by the Papiſts. Like thoſe, who recover 
indeed out of one dangerous Diſtemper, but not with- 
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out throwing, themſelves into another; or not without 
loſing a Limb, or an Eye, in the ſtruggle between the 


Diſeaſe, and the Conſtitution. Whereas our excellent 


Church recoyer d clearly and entirely from the Diſeaſe 


of Popery/z. rhroughly purg d away all its ill Humors, 
and without being maim d, or weaken d in any Part what- 


ſoever 5 was perfectly reſtor d to primitive Strength, an d 


Upon the whole therefore, We are the happieſt 


People in the World, both in our Civil and Eccleſia- 
ſtical Eſtabliſhment, if we can but prevail upon our 


ſelves to be ſenſible that we are ſo; and thoſe Words 
of Moſes to the Children of Iſrael, are now moſt pro- 
perly true of us; What Nation is there ſo great, that hath' 
Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous? And I pray God we 
may for the future keep and do them ; this being-our Wiſ- 


dom and our Under ſtanding, in the ſigbt of the Nations, ubich 


ſhall hear theſe Statutes; and will then ſay, furely this 
great Nation is a wiſe and underſtanding People. | 


Thus therefore our der the Jews 
in our having an excellent Conſtitution eftabliſh'd 
among us. And ſo it did likewiſe upon the Account 


Thus cherefore our Caſe reſembles that 


of the Miſeries we endur d, after it was ſubverted and 


deſtroy d. How truly might thoſe Words of the Pro- 


phet, in this Chapter, be then apply d to theſe unhap- 


py Nations! Your Country. is deſolate; your. Cities are burnt 
with Fire: And the Daughter of Zion ( which being tran+ 
ſlated to our Circumſtances, as well as into our Lan- 
guage, is to be render d the Church of England) is left 
as. 4 Cottage in a Vineyard, as 4 Lodge in a Garden of 
ucumber 6, 45,4 beſieg i Ciry. 28 DOR. 1 T5453 04th” 
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